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Abstract: Objective: To investigate the cognitive status of epidemiology among medical students of
different specialties under the background of the COVID—19 epidemic to help reform the teaching of
epidemiology and to cultivate medical students who meet the needs of the times. Methods: A
self—administered questionnaire was used to conduct an offline questionnaire survey on a total of 289
students enrolled in clinical pharmacy class of 2017, preventive medicine class B of 2018, clinical
medicine class B of 2018, clinical medicine targeted class of 2018, and dentistry class B of 2017 at
Guizhou Medical University. Results: The findings of the five classes of medical students were statistically
different (P<0.05) in terms of their desire for knowledge related to COVID—19, the main way to obtain
knowledge related to COVID—19, their interest in infectious disease courses, the current teaching
environment of infectious disease, the aspects of infectious disease that they evaluated as having the
greatest impact on them, and whether they would work in a professional career related to infectious
disease prevention and treatment in the future. Conclusion The degree of understanding of COVID—19
varies among medical students in different specialties, and reform of infectious disease teaching is
imperative.
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