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Abstract: Sinclair proposes that the study of lexical items should be corpus—driven under the extended
unit of meaning .In this paper, we use the extended meaning unit as a theoretical framework to conduct
a comparative study of the semantic rhymes of adjectives containing relative degree meanings in Japanese.
We compare and analyse the similarities and differences of the time—related adjectives Japanese
"jinnsoku" and "subayai" in terms of collocations, class associations, semantic rhymes, and semantic
tendencies in the Japanese language.The results of the study show that "jinnsoku" is most likely to be
paired with adjectives and verbs of measures, and shows a significant positive semantic prosody, with the

n.n

semantic tendency of "take active measures"; "subayai" is most likely to be paired with nouns related to
the body, and shows a neutral semantic prosody, with the semantic tendency of "objectively describing
The semantic meaning tends to be "objective description of body movements". When paired with verbs
or nouns that take measures such as "dealing with" and "action", both words have positive semantic
meanings, and the semantic tendency is to "take active and quick action".
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