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The Semantic Evolution of the Term "Eating Heart"
Weixiao Liu
Faculty of Letters, Tibet University

Abstract: This paper explores the etymology of the term "*Z 3" (ch 1 x 1 n, "heart—eating") after the

Qing Dynasty literature. This term, with the meaning of "greedy", survives in the spoken language of
certain regions in Shandong Province. This paper examines the semantic evolution mechanism of
"¢ch1Ix1n" based on the BCC corpus search over time, combining the theories of exegesis and
cognitive linguistics, and hypothesises that the meaning of "greedy" originates from the metaphor of
"borer", which means "to be greedy". The hypothesis is that the meaning of "greedy" derives from the
metaphorical image of "m 1 ng insects devouring vegetable hearts" (a traditional agricultural metaphor for
hidden corruption)"eating heart" in the Buddhist and Taoist classics. Both contribute to the process of
semantic generalization and ultimately lead to the solidification of the meaning of 'greedy’ of 'eat heart'.”
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