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The Absurdity and Reconstruction of Subjectivity in Post-War German Tr 0 mmerliteratur:
—On the Existentialist Metaphors in  “Train, Afternoon and Night”
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Abstract: This study takes Wolfgang Borchert’ s short story “Train, Afternoon and Night” as the
research object and, in conjunction with existentialist philosophy, explores the dual metaphors of the
train imagery and its symbolic expression of the modernity predicament within the text. By analyzing the
spatial poetics, temporal dialectics, and reification writing in the novel, it reveals the process of
subjectivity disintegration and reconstruction experienced by individuals in post—war Germany amidst
absurd circumstances. The study finds that Borchert transforms existentialist philosophical propositions
into literary forms through the train's fluidity, the sense of stagnant time, and the characters’
micro—resistances, thereby constructing a unique aesthetic of ruin modernism. This narrative strategy not
only reflects the spiritual trauma of post—war society but also provides a significant literary specimen for
critiquing modernity. Furthermore, the research points out that the implied fluid identity and the
experience of vulnerability in the text offer new perspectives for understanding the reconstruction of
subjectivity in times of crisis.
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