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Exploring the Critical Thinking of Junior High School Students through Project based Learning

under Theme Significance

Fei Long
Northwest Normal University

Abstract: Project—based Learning Based on Thematic Meaning Exploration (TM—PBL) is a pedagogical

model characterized by its theme—oriented design, student—centered teaching methods, and
teacher—assisted guided teaching. This model facilitates students' construction of a knowledge system
through cooperative learning and independent inquiry. In the context of core literacy—oriented
education reform, critical thinking, as one of the key competencies, is of great significance to the
comprehensive development of middle school students. A comparison of the effects on students' critical
thinking under traditional teaching and TM—PBL teaching mode reveals that TM—PBL can significantly
enhance students' analyzing, evaluating, and reasoning abilities through the driving of authentic contexts,

interdisciplinary integration, and cooperative inquiry. This, in turn, has a significant positive effect on

students' higher—order thinking development.
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