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The Application and Inheritance of Mawangdui Silk Painting Patterns in Modern Design

Zixuan Wu, Chongtian Zhang

Gansu University of Political Science and Law

Abstract: In the wave of globalization, the awakening of local cultural identity is quietly reshaping the
exploration direction of visual communication design. Mawangdui Han Tomb T—shaped silk painting,
as the peak of Chu culture and art in the early Western Han Dynasty, its graphic language is engraved
with the cosmology, life and death philosophy and decorative aesthetics of the Han Dynasty like a
password. Although the academic community has analyzed its historical value and artistic characteristics,
there is still a lack of systematic exploration on how to transform the symbol system in silk paintings into
modern design language. Most of the existing research focuses on the interpretation of cultural relics
ontology, and rarely touches the dialogue boundary between tradition and modernity. This study takes
T—shaped silk painting as the starting point, explores the possibility of regeneration of traditional art in

contemporary visual communication by deconstructing the internal logic of its graphic symbols, and tries

to respond to the proposition of ' how cultural genes achieve creative transformation .
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