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The Civilisational Game of Translation: Intellectual Reconstruction and Cultural Adaptation
from the Han Dynasty to the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Guoqin Ren

Kunming University of Science and Technology

Abstract: Taking the translation activities in three key periods of Chinese history as the object of study,
this paper systematically examines the central role of translation activities in the dialogue of civilizations
from the Han Dynasty to the Ming and Qing dynasties. The study shows that translation is not only a
technical act of language conversion, but also a complex field of knowledge reconstruction, cultural
adaptation and power game. By analysing the translation of secular literature from the Han Dynasty to
the early Ming Dynasty, the eastward expansion of Western learning during the Ming and Qing dynasties,
and the civilizational roots of the concept of “Western learning” , this article reveals how translation
activities contributed to the innovation of knowledge systems and cultural integration in different
historical periods, and at the same time demonstrates the complex power relations and subjective choices
behind translation. The study finds that China has always adopted a strategy of selective absorption in the
face of foreign cultures, which not only promotes the innovation of knowledge, but also safeguards
cultural subjectivity, and ultimately creates a unique mode of “translation—reconstruction—integration”.
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