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Corpus—Based Study on the Image of Chinese Culture
—A Case Study of News Briefs about the Silk Road (Dunhuang) Internatioanal Cultural Expo

Jingzhe Yang

School of Foreign Languages, Lanzhou Jiaotong University,
Abstract: This study takes 41 news briefs from the English official website of the Silk Road (Dunhuang)
International Cultural Expo ( short for Dunhuang Cultural Expo) as its research object. By applying the
Extended Conceptual Metaphor Theory and combining quantitative methodsand qualitative analysis, it
explores the types of conceptual metaphors in the briefs, their generation mechanisms, and their role in
constructing the image of China. The study finds that there are three conceptual metaphors in the briefs:
SRICE is a bridge, SRICE is a stage, and SRICE is a hub. In terms of generation mechanisms, four types
of contexts provide metaphors with realistic anchors, logical networks, sensory foundations, and
cognitive frameworks. Moreover, metaphors achieve hierarchical construction through image schemas,
domain mapping, frames, and mental space integration. In terms of image construction, the bridge
metaphor shapes China’ s image as a civilization connector, reflecting China’ s initiative to break down
civilizational barriers and promote equal dialogue; the stage metaphor shapes its image as a confident
disseminator of culture, demonstrating China ’ s innovative inheritance of its own culture and its
commitment to openness and sharing; the hub metaphor shapes its image as a participant in cultural
communication, highlighting China’ s active role in integrating global cultural resources and promoting
global cultural governance. Theoretically, this study provides a reference for the application of the
Extended Conceptual Metaphor Theory in news reports; practically, it helps domestic and international
audiences understand the value of the Dunhuang Cultural Expo and promotes international cultural
exchange and cooperation.
Keywords: Silk Road (Dunhuang) International Cultural Expo; extended Conceptual Metaphor
Theory; image of China
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