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Abstract:Under the guidance of core competencies, cultivating students' thinking abilities has become
the core goal of junior high school English teaching. However, from the current situation of students'
thinking ability cultivation in junior high school English teaching, there are still many problems that need
to be solved urgently. This paper analyzes the prominent problems existing in the cultivation of thinking
in current junior high school English classrooms from two dimensions: teachers' teaching behaviors and
classroom activity designs. The research finds that at the teacher behavior level, there are mainly
problems such as emphasizing knowledge over thinking, low—level questioning, and single evaluation
methods; at the activity design level, there are drawbacks such as false contexts and low—level tasks. In
response to these problems, based on existing literature analysis, this paper proposes corresponding
improvement strategies: teachers need to update their concepts, optimize questioning, and reform
evaluation; activity designs should focus on authenticity and cognitive stratification. This study aims to
provide theoretical references and practical paths for building a thinking—oriented junior high school
English classroom.

Keywords: Junior High School English; Critical Thinking Skills; Teacher Behaviors; Activity Design;
Challenges and Solutions
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