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The Development of English Textbooks in China over the Past Four Decades
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Abstract: Over the past forty years, English textbooks have undergone remarkable development and
change in China. The purpose of this paper is to analyse the evolution of English textbooks in different
educational stages, especially the reform of textbooks in compulsory education and high school. The
study shows that the development of English textbooks in China has not only focused on the teaching of
language knowledge, but also gradually shifted to the cultivation of students' comprehensive literacy and
creativity. With the change of educational concepts, the content of textbooks increasingly focuses on the
actual needs of students, emphasizing the integration of interdisciplinary knowledge and the practice of
multi—modal learning. Through sorting out the relevant literature in China, this paper summarizes the
main features of English textbooks at different historical stages, and explores their development trends
under the influence of educational policies, changes in curriculum standards and social demands.
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