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Abstract: In recent years, against the backdrop of the transformation and upgrading of the food industry
and the expansion of enrollment in higher vocational colleges, the employment situation of graduates
majoring in food—related programs at local higher vocational colleges has been confronted with structural
challenges. Taking Guangdong Maoming Agricultural and Forestry Technical College as a case study,
this research conducted a statistical analysis based on the employment data of 830 graduates from
food—related majors between 2023 and 2025, covering multiple dimensions including the scale and
structure of graduates, regional employment mobility, types of employment destinations, professional
matching rate, and industry and job segmentation. The findings reveal three core dilemmas faced by
graduates: a low regional retention rate, a declining professional matching rate, and a shift in employment
positions toward low—skill service industries, which reflect the structural mismatch between talent
cultivation and regional industrial demands. Accordingly, this paper proposes countermeasures and
suggestions from four perspectives: government, enterprises, colleges, and students, with the aim of
providing references for local higher vocational colleges to enhance the employment quality of

food—related majors.
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