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The Dilemma of Confucian Education and Official Practices in Longxi in the Late Qing Seen

from the 'Stele of Rebuilding the Gongchang Prefecture Academy'
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School of Literature, Lanzhou University of Arts and Science

Abstract: During the Tongzhi years of the Late Qing, northwest China was plagued by war, coupled
with continuous natural disasters, causing academies to nearly vanish. In the fifth year of the Guangxu
reign, after witnessing the Gongchang Academy destroyed by warfare, Prefect Yan Shizhang of
Gongchang led its reconstruction and composed the 'Stele of Rebuilding the Gongchang Prefecture
Academy.' This article takes this stele as the core historical material and proposes the post—war dilemma
of Confucian education in Longxi, namely, the desolation of schools, the decline of Confucianism, and
the lack of moral guidance for the people. In response, Yan Shizhang, as a Confucian scholar, actively
sought instructions from higher authorities, cooperated with local gentry, raised funds, and incorporated
Confucian rites and systems into the reconstruction of Gongchang Academy in hopes of educating the
people. The stele vividly presents the worries and practices of a Confucian scholar—official facing the
ruins of the academy after war and provides a paradigm for understanding the dilemmas of Confucian
education and official practices in Longxi during the Late Qing.
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