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Abstract: With the rapid economic growth and continuous urbanization in contemporary China,
population mobility across ethnic groups has expanded in both scale and diversity. Among these
movements, the migration and settlement of Northwest Region ethnic minorities in northeastern cities
—particularly in Harbin—has become an increasingly notable social phenomenon. As a central medium
of communication and a key carrier of cultural identity, language not only facilitates interaction but also
reflects deep social, cultural, and psychological transformations. Changes in language use thus serve as a
vital indicator of social integration and identity negotiation among migrant groups.
This study takes Northwest Region ethnic minority residents currently living in Harbin as its research
focus. Using a combination of questionnaires and in—depth interviews, it investigates their use of
Mandarin and native languages (such as Uyghur and Kazakh) across various domains, including family,
workplace, education, and social interaction. It further analyzes how occupation, generational differences,
and educational background influence individual language choices and attitudes. The research aims to
uncover the challenges and adaptive strategies faced by these groups in the process of linguistic
integration and to provide empirical evidence and policy insights that may inform urban ethnic
integration, bilingual education, and inclusive language planning in China.
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