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Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization, intercultural communicative competence has become a
core training objective of international education. As an integrated carrier of language, culture and values,
feature films offer learners intuitive materials to grasp the social psychology and emotional expression
modes of foreign cultures. Though both China and Japan belong to the East Asian cultural circle, they
display unique cultural traits in life attitudes, cognition of death, emotional expression and interpersonal
ethics. The films A Little Red Flower and One Year to Live revolve around the life journeys of young
patients suffering from terminal illnesses, depicting individuals’  contemplation over love, death and
self—worth amid limited life spans. Taking the two motion pictures as research samples, this paper
conducts a comparison of differences embodied in Chinese and Japanese life—and—death outlook
education from an intercultural education perspective, analyzes their underlying cultural origins, and
explores the practical value of cinematic texts in cross—cultural life education.
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