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Abstract: The period from 1883 to 1895 is widely recognized in academia as the late stage of Friedrich
Engels’ intellectual development. After Karl Marx’ s passing, Engels independently undertook the
historical mission of safeguarding, refining and developing Marxism. Faced with new changes in capitalist
society in the late 19th century, ideological chaos in the international workers’ movement, and the
theoretical crisis in which historical materialism was distorted into "economic determinism", Engels
clarified doubts, refuted fallacies and made theoretical innovations through numerous letters. He
systematically expounded key viewpoints including the theory of historical resultant force, the relative
independence of the superstructure, and the reactive role of ideology, thus completing and dialectically
reconstructing the system of historical materialism.

This paper systematically reviews the writing background, core content and theoretical features of Engels’
five key letters from his later years and thoroughly explores the scientific stance, viewpoints and methods
embodied in them. The relevant research bears important theoretical and practical value for upholding
historical materialism, advancing the Sinicization and modernization of Marxism, and facilitating the
comprehensive and coordinated development of society in the new era.
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