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Abstract: Honorifics constitute a core difficulty in Japanese learning. Most Japanese textbooks in China
adopt the three—way classification of respectful language, humble language and polite language, without
subdividing the hierarchical categories of humble expressions, which causes learners to frequently confuse
Kenjogo I and Kenjdogo II (Chiijogo). Through empirical research, this paper identifies outdated
textbook frameworks, insufficient instruction on respect orientation, lack of contextual input and
deviated linguistic intuition as the major sources of misuse. Accordingly, this paper puts forward
proposals including textbook revision, classroom teaching optimization and targeted micro—lesson
schemes, so as to offer practical references for intermediate—to—advanced honorific teaching.
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