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Difficulties in English Tense Acquisition by Tibetan Learners: A Qualitative Exploration from
the Learners' Cognitive Perspective
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Abstract: Tibetan English learners generally encounter prominent difficulties in acquiring English verb
tenses, aspects and voices, while relevant in—depth research remains insufficient. Adopting a qualitative
research approach, this study collects cognitive data from five Tibetan English learners through
semi—structured interviews and conducts a comparative analysis of Tibetan and English grammatical
systems to systematically explore the causes and underlying mechanisms of tense acquisition difficulties.
The results reveal that such difficulties stem from the interaction of multiple factors, including teaching
modes, linguistic foundation, environmental constraints and cross—linguistic influences. Specifically,
exam—oriented teaching drives learners to prioritize formal mechanical memorization rather than
practical language application. Systematic differences between the relative tense system of Tibetan and
the absolute tense system of English make past participles and passive voice the major learning obstacles.
Additionally, Chinese, as the intermediate second language, further intensifies learners' cognitive conflicts.
The lack of authentic English communication environments also hinders the consolidation and
improvement of their tense application competence. This study suggests that English teaching should
strengthen targeted language input and interactive practice, highlight contrastive teaching of Tibetan and
English tense systems, and attach importance to the unique cognitive burden of ethnic minority learners
in third language acquisition.
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PEH DL R B ANIF i) 7 -

1) S5 K0 7 HHOG JGE % S H W, e AN
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2) XUk ) BE 2 KRR b S RS A SOEEE R G2 [H]
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GRS I PE R E R RBR. A NENZER
THRTF R ICTEIRAR, (HVE 2 0 2 2E B 300 vh L 2 R B B
A IR SETE . 75 LS HE W B, BB TR DUEEL
G, HISEBE TR RE R NS EBEN RS,
SR A B VR B O . RO K 2 DLGE T . A EGIR
WREEA, R TR N AT AT, R
BHASHNE R FIEEASEZES, BUE RS
POERIMG, MRS SRS A AR Em
T i & 2 1) 27 2] 6145 (Zhang et al., 2020) .

1 HERLRIR

1.1 XX 5ESTHR

IR, ¥ REHS HEhEd kS S
AN (Saville-Troike, 2006) . “FITREX” &2
SJFAETCHE BT BT Re Ik B K 5 725 B R BT REIE 207K
S AN ZE R, 0T AL E i 7 X I N B S A, W
R E- YN (LUNREpoR) EXIS E: AT RN RZIE SO UEIF:i P
B, BRINIE S SIRHBT 2% ) HERE 2 S S5 A=
P2 5% SRS 3 AT 5. L, WA T2
FAETHIE B R RARGURIR A, A B T3 i& DI B Akl

BE TR AR, BREX 15 I BER Re A4
Wi, BATAEFA A UL (Saville-Troike, 2006) » fEISZSAl
RGN I3, RREMSEI N, EAERZE, 2
B S R A BRE, Jani IR FHARE S e A R,
Forb 5 B bR EAE R B RO RO INIE B 0 O .

M R 2 B, PUB MBI AT (FFR
R 250 o B 7 BRI, TEE N “ETE T 4, K
A fEE . ZMIEE IE R g 1 R,

F1ABFX

R UH], B FEATE PR R A EL DOE T AR ROE
AL M 3 o G I 2 = 3 P V8 A 9 S 45 0T RE 7 A SR 1A
FoRem . SRIMAER AR, OB N . liE 59—
FEAE AR SRR T BOi R N 25, DL 2l 10 W) B A I 2538
s AN T ) AT T 85

1.2 GRS R SIS L Hr

AR WAL B RREARIE” . BUERN SRS
FEBAFAEARANE 2257 BAE R AR I 2, )7 IR AR 2
FH B TR R A 22 A 78 e il A S e, il
BRI S (PH2RE5E, 2015) .« Ut HiES)
WA S AR AR, K2 R4t T RAORE

# 2 Al Bhia] 5 AR

BE R E fiZaan VA
i FiH % EA L]
e FiH % EAGL]
JLAT ERCe EALE

i)
. AT TR i
i e nga khalag
BRI RRR] AR AW I cooked food.
* bzos pa yin
b8 e nga khalag I am cooking food./I cook
SNETEEE B
7 bzo gi yod food.(regularly)
# e e nga khalag
BN R A I will cook food.
k bzo gi yin
1.2.1 BUFERS HAS
FEATE BLAE IS T 238 M BT EAT B . RS ME . i

FLE, IR FIEE 2 AN N 8] AR IR AR AT B 2 IN IEAEREAT )
BfE (Goldstein etal., 1991) . BhAh, JiE DAL RS ARic 48 5
SERE LN A AKXy CGE— ARSI — AR, X2 9iE
DLAERS BT A B A% HRHE

1.2.1 i E0

8 T 2 B 3] T T R R I 2 R AR B E AN 22
S5, G AT HEAT AN 58 S 2 Rl R R L (Goldstein et al.,
1991) , X5HE B EN TR .

1.2.3 FRM HER

R K SR TR VL W PR A R R
WA RIEHE = ARSIV EFI A A FH 5L (Zeisler, 2004) .
FOER ORI AT RIA U T, TR, HH “going to” Al
“will” #4 Ko

1.2.4 R5¥ANES

FOARHHTIRIIGERZ  “be Zhid + BUFEDA” o JRiE
LT BhE bR AT, WATBAAARIE, FEESEHINT
POESERAAMER]  “have/had + 1 007 o B RIASE K
T, REWEEES S, 398 “have/had+id 224
R R, TR SERGE . RIBENE T IRIEE
5K, REREFEESTBUR BN, A% 56 B & e

RTWENERS, IEHRA L. WIIMEEX S, %
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F—BEAAFW. WEERRER I, BiRHEE KK

RIS, Eor 2R KR B T QR R AT AR IE RS .

PR AN B “be iRl AH R AT X A
i, HEE AR RN, HRIEW AT NERRK, ok
B ——X M.
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3 MIREZBMGHiE

3.1 H 215 BRI 32 B

W F AT ILA AL S (K4, BT
H SRR S A BT )RS SIS LA S R

3.1.1 #op Ty UG Rl )

T EH R R, TEITRI B, JREBRE RN
TRORA, MATFEICEER BN, =X B0 B R B RN
SR Al . B —fRoR:  “RAVE %% T,
RERERWL L. WFE. KRS RTER------ il E R
KEEAM, AIEPIEN 2 ZKIXEE. 7 53
TARB: CEIMFERE I EIEEI U, RA AT, 7

teAh, BOHE SR SERE I BBCARIAHE R . ZUiE R
B, ASEIRTEARFA R, 52 OB SIS YR, St
MDYHERTRMAN. A—NS5EXYE: “RITEFRE
YRAL, FAENEARFIGEE? 7 SI0FER, #5
AL HSE R TS, R B TR AR THI I K B 1
BN, SSRGS E, AR R A

3.1.2 XS HANES

PO fr 5273 B B, 3 26 40 vl A4 PR AT 191 2% =)
RIS —. S 5E KT “gone” Al “done”
XEFNXRETUBIE “have” EM, % E 2R RIE
Fis Mot g7 & L BhEhE 4, 59EE “have/had
+ 7 GEMESTIE, ERBE R I W
KR A —IFRR, HOTESLFRE S i 2 %0 5% B e i
ZoriaTa: MR R ANE X R AT A EE AL, HEEBRIE
A, TR REAE LW, R TEER. 7

PR — MRS, 5 JRmmiERR Ay R—LL
“f7 @x) A, BRI A AR

x5 FABENIAER RG] C AR D

HLAE R & kb Hrfiti 2

S S S| S

ERPERT, G EHEILE T “do. did.
done” L EAEAMHKK B ZEILEEY, M “done” Al
“did”  PIThREZERIE ¥ 213 IR A 5 0B X B A,
M3 B RR 22 2K

WAESBE —MREMES W8, G255 R0
B EIE SRR VE L M VT IR R . AU CAEE B IS
B ER B r, BT DL AR AL H S tE g sl S I 2 . X5
SCHR R OC TIE A B R ik 0T N AR A I — B —— s A
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TSRS A AR B ahin % 2 R o7 AR A& S
FFEE  “be+ b Fsrin” MR E LA 35 B X 5.

3.1.3 HREEIR 5 % o) g

VUBLSZ V5% ) A, B IR EE it = ™ S 2 T
N AIZ RIS  “HEAE B
FAERIDGE, AHIE, FTUIESALF. 7 B—f&oR,
BT KA TS, 23 (i A gt & . N TR
HMEFIRBE KGR, BT 2V e 2R E 3225105
FLHEAEFAVE 5 5 T AE . ST g WG SR AAE
a, B SRS AMNE I A SRS .

3.2 WAESTE S RG22 5 KK

PEE A TR 1 e AR IE, BT “have/had + 1 4y
W7o BB S AR, AR RN AR
B A FIERIL T8 K 2 AT E S Al A B
B SRR, IR EL 2 o) AR B . S )3 I
REEME 5B R FSOEIE, R ANE S RSB
ANBE—— UL SXFRAKT S ERE 2R 5= AN i, HEI
IR I 2 434 1) I 49 M

WEENE A2 ST N B R R FE . B B A 5 M 2
MNGE—, WAL “betid L " I EWREITTRIE K
MR, WshRBRZ 0. WA e brilE, &R EE
TERFUN B SR R 2 FB IR, % ) B RHMEAE RS9 E
2 VRV ST R BT AR I I o I AR I AR T, AR 2 B ik
) H AT, FOBWANES R TR A G ) EAE L

KT b, BRI S AR B i, 2% >3 1 >
B, NREEERPANTERARER . HOETHE
JRMERI X o BAE I A HARK RS i, X Sk S
e LU S iE g B &S P, SRS SANE AN E. ik
REERIE, 5085 DO ME RSN E52 1 )
TS, ENIERE RS B, BLGE N
A o MDUEBA TR S8, X — Rtk — P 551 %
) PE BRI AR T, 0 S A A

3.3 LAttt MR 2 4E R S E IS =

Gir FIRR I, BT % o) AR A I 15 77 TH I 1
WAL AR — R RS, MR, EE 5HR=HEHNEL
ZUERIIIZ R

MBS R, MR T AR R B 9 R Bl i
(1 “do/did/done” D FIHLBRICIZ, EDAREHS B >) % 2
R A AT S0 1E D e 5B B L. WIBF TSR,
FEUR 5 2] 4 By b =5 SR IR ERAB SR, T D IE R
Ho — D51, BEERE (RN 4 2R G0 2 5] 3 o S 4 0
I 25 HR A B0 1 40 ZU ST R R IR ) 2 R 3K — B BB
BURIE: 71, AR RECEEAE DR G Z 2 AR

b, BB T Z I B X E SR R R ST
IRYERER, FEURRHL X SE B 5 AN AL 22 1 B = (A5 PR i
RS ) B AR Y BRIE

SRS, ALY, DHRE=1EYIER
TR HEA B 6T A R T BHE ST e, TN E T 2OA G
1 H R PR B AIAL 22 18 5 PR T A B R AR G o DA
fifto X — RGN G LB T I ot R EE MR 2

4 FRH5EIL

AT 5T T R T A ) I S SR AR T 1B
FEHWEZEAZ . NABCAmETE AL, O SR
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HESHERRZ . @UUmsRisens ey, ot K8 iE s
55, BRI ER AR, JRIRALTCIE E BN BbAh, AR
FREEARBIR, RRFY R, 4567 HEAE A R W T
BEFE,  DABSIE DR 5 05 SR A 2501
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