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The Making of Bilingual Revolutionaries: The Contribution of Foreign Language Proficiency to

Theoretical Dissemination and International Engagement in Yan'an

Yanru Chang

School of Foreign Languages, Yan'an University

Abstract: During the Yan'an period, foreign language proficiency was not merely a cultural literacy of
intellectuals, but a strategic tool with dual functions of theoretical construction and international united
front work in the revolutionary process. Focusing on the context of foreign language education and the
group of foreign language intellectuals in Yan'an, this paper explores how foreign language competence
served as a dual driving force for revolutionary theoretical dissemination and international exchanges.
The research indicates that foreign language education in the Yan'an period bore distinct strategic
significance, and its systematic curriculum and institutional setup laid a solid foundation for cultivating
professional foreign language talents. With solid linguistic competence and firm revolutionary beliefs,
foreign language intellectuals made outstanding contributions to the translation and dissemination of
Marxist theories. Meanwhile, they built bridges for international communication and shaped the
international image of Yan'an revolutionary base. This study reveals the unique value of foreign language
proficiency in the revolutionary cause of the Yan'an era and provides a new perspective for
understanding the international communication path of Chinese revolution.
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