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A Study on the Craft Inheritance and Cultural Implications of Luban Lock

Ye Jiacen

Macau University of Science and Technology, University International College
Abstract: Luban lock, also known as Kong Ming lock and Bagua lock, is a representative of ancient
Chinese mortise and tenon structure and puzzle games, which integrates skills, philosophy and
entertainment. Based on ancient literature, modern literature, local intangible cultural heritage
materials and existing objects, this study examines its historical origin, skill inheritance and cultural
implication. The study found that the more explicit textual and pictorial evidence was mainly found in
the " Liu Zi Lian Fang " in the " E Huan Hui Bian " of Tang Yunzhou in the late Qing Dynasty. The
book regarded it as a " puzzle tool " and said that it was " derived from a dramatist " ; the mortise and
tenon knowledge of " Yingzao Fashi " can provide the background of technical history, but it is not
enough to prove that the Song Dynasty has the Luban lock in the sense of today. Since modern times,
Luban Lock has been combined with Luban culture, Kongming legend and local craftsman tradition,
and has gained new cultural life through master-apprentice inheritance, folk production, intangible
cultural heritage protection and cultural and creative development.
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