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Yin-cutting and Yang-cutting and the traditional Chinese philosophical thoughts they embody
Yuchan Zhang
Macau University of Science and Technology, University International College
Abstract: This paper mainly discusses the two techniques of Yin-cutting and Yang-cutting in
paper-cutting. It mainly analyzes their respective characteristics and compares their similarities and
differences from the aspects of historical origin, cutting techniques, visual effects, main images
(themes) and regional differences. On this basis, it further analyzes the traditional Chinese philosophy
embodied in Yin-cutting and Yang-cutting. The conclusion of this paper is that there are many
differences between Yin-cutting and Yang-cutting, but there are also unity and symbiosis at the same
time, which reflects the theory of Yin and Yang in traditional Chinese philosophy, the existence of
mutual generation, the doctrine of the mean and the difference of reason. Paper-cutting can be used as
the theme of culture classroom in international Chinese education classroom for language teaching and
culture teaching.
Keywords: paper-cutting; yin-cutting; yang-cutting; chinese traditional philosoph; international
Chinese education
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