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A Complementary Analysis of Text and Images in the Compulsory Textbooks of Senior High
School English of People's Education Edition from a Multimodal Perspective
Xiaqiong Hou
Chongqing Normal University
Abstract: This study, based on the multimodal discourse analysis perspective, employs Royce's
intersemiotic complementarity theory and Cheng Xiaotang's internal evaluation theory of textbooks to
conduct an empirical study on the complementarity between text and images in the compulsory high
school English textbooks of the People's Education Edition (2019 version). Through quantitative analysis
of the number and types of images in the textbooks and in—depth discussion of the complementarity
features of text and images in the three dimensions of concept, interpersonal, and configuration, the study
assesses their teaching adaptability. The findings reveal that although the number and types of images in
the textbooks have improved, there are still issues such as single image functions and disconnection
between text and images in terms of complementarity. Based on these findings, this study proposes
targeted suggestions for optimizing textbook compilation and teaching practice strategies, aiming to
provide theoretical support and practical references for textbook revision and teaching practice, and
promote the all-round development of students' multimodal literacy.
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