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A Comparative Study of Wang Yangming's Thought of "Unity of Knowledge and Action" and
Marxist View of Practice
Tiange Xiao
School of Politics, Law and History, Baoji University of Arts and Sciences
Abstract: The idea of "the unity of knowledge and action" is not only an important philosophical
proposition but also a practical discipline that embodies the connotations of "knowledge and action being
inherently integrated" and "mutually reinforcing each other". Practice is an important category in Marxist
philosophy, defined as "the material activity of human beings to transform the world purposefully and
sensibly", and "the viewpoint of practice is the primary and fundamental viewpoint of dialectical
materialism and historical materialism"". A comparative analysis of Wang Yangming's "the unity of
knowledge and action" and the Marxist view of practice can help reveal the philosophical similarities and
differences between China and the West on the issue of "the relationship between knowledge and
action". This paper aims to explore the implications for the combination of theory and practice in
contemporary times through a comparative study.
Keywords: Unity of Knowledge and Action; View of Practice; Wang Yangming; Marxism;
Comparative Study
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