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A Contrastive Study of the Construction of Death Meaning in Chinese and English Children’ s

Picture Books from the Perspective of Multimodal Discourse Analysis

Mengyu Han

Tianjin Foreign Studies University

Abstract: With the growing emphasis on death education, picture books have emerged as significant
resources for children’ s death education due to their multimodal advantages. This study selects the
English picture book Badger’ s Parting Gifts as research material and employs Feng Dezheng’ s visual
narrative analysis framework to explore how the book constructs the meaning of death across ideational,
interpersonal, and textual dimensions through multimodal discourse analysis. The findings reveal that the
constructed meanings of death in this book encompass four dimensions: naturalness, emotional
responsiveness, non—finality and far—reaching impact, and sociality. This study aims to provide insights
and reference for the creation of death—themed education picture books in China.
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