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Abstract: Youth employment has long been a key livelihood issue prioritized by governments
worldwide. As a vital bridge connecting education and employment, vocational education's role in
promoting youth employment has become increasingly prominent. This study analyzes the impact
mechanisms of vocational education on youth employment, revealing that it primarily drives
employment through three mechanisms: skill alignment, enhancement of employability, and
industry—education integration. While China's vocational education has achieved significant progress in

promoting youth employment, challenges remain, including mismatches between program offerings and

market demands, room for improvement in teaching quality, and insufficient depth of
industry—education collaboration. Based on empirical analysis, this paper proposes policy
recommendations such as optimizing vocational education supply structures, deepening

industry—education integration for collaborative talent development, and establishing comprehensive
employment promotion support systems, aiming to provide actionable references for enhancing
vocational education's effectiveness in facilitating youth employment.
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