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The Socio—-Cultural Motivations of Chinese Internet Slang and Its Impacts on Second
Language Learners
Xiaohang Yu
Macau University of Science and Technology

Abstract: This study explores the socio—cultural generation mechanism of Chinese internet slang and its
dual impacts on second language learners. The research finds that technological innovation, social
mentality, subcultural expansion, and commercial—political impetus jointly constitute the core drivers of
such slang. For second language learners, although these lexical items can enhance learning interest and
cultural awareness, they are prone to causing pragmatic confusion, cultural misinterpretation, and the
dilemma of outdated learning resources. Corresponding directions for teaching improvement are
proposed to address these challenges. The study indicates that internet slang serves as a mirror of
contemporary Chinese social changes, and second language teaching needs to balance linguistic
normativity and cultural authenticity.
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