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The Construction and Dissolution of "Tonal Music" in the Perspective of Historical Cycles
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‘Wuhan Conservatory of Music

Abstract: The tonal music system has dominated Western music for over three centuries and remains
one of the core research topics today. This paper systematically traces the evolution of tonality from four
dimensions: definitional boundaries, rule establishment, content expansion, and boundary breakthroughs.
It aims to reveal the prominent cyclical patterns inherent in the construction and dissolution of tonal

music. This law not only elucidates the winding nature of musical development but also provides a

crucial perspective for understanding its intrinsic continuity.
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