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A Study of Yan Fu’ s Evolution and Ethics and the Construction of the Discourse of “Truth,
Goodness, and Beauty” from the Perspective of Knowledge Translation Studies
Yuruo Chen
China Foreign Affairs University

Abstract: From the perspective of knowledge translation studies, this paper examines Yan Fu’ s
translation of Evolution and Ethics, highlighting his contribution to the discursive construction of “truth,
goodness, and beauty.” Knowledge translation views translation as a sociocultural process of knowledge
transformation and dissemination. Within this framework, the study reviews the principles of ~“truth for
knowledge, goodness for morality, and beauty for expression,” and explores how Yan Fu embodied
these ideals in his work. At the level of “truth,” he restructured the original text to emphasize “natural
selection and survival of the fittest,” adapting scientific thought to late Qing’ s realities. At the level of
“goodness,” he used translation to promote reform and moral enlightenment. At the level of “beauty,”
he applied his principle of “faithfulness, expressiveness, and elegance,”  rendering Western ideas in
refined classical Chinese. The paper concludes that Yan Fu’ s translation was both a vehicle of knowledge
transmission and a project of cultural reconstruction, exemplifying the unity of truth, goodness, and
beauty in translation practice.
Keywords: knowledge translation studies; Yan Fu; Evolution and Ethics; truth, goodness, beauty
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“The native grasses and weeds, the scattered patches of
gorse, contended with one another for the possession of the
scanty surface soil; they fought against the droughts of summer,
the frosts of winter, the furious gales which swept, with

unbroken force, now from the Atlantic, and now from the North
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