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A Study on the Evolution of Translation Choices in the Late Qing Dynasty of China
Jia Zhang
Kunming University of Science and Technology

Abstract: At the end of the Qing Dynasty, China became a semi—colonial and semi—feudal society,
facing the critical moment of national salvation. From the Opium War to the May Fourth Movement,
China is experiencing the third wave of translation. As an important tool to construct modern culture
and an important carrier of cultural communication between China and the west, translation has
vigorously promoted the reform and progress of China's modern society. By analyzing the selection,
purpose and theme of translation in late Qing Dynasty, this paper reveals that the selection of translated
works has undergone a transformation from western practical scientific classics to western and Japanese
books in the fields of social science, ideology, culture and political system, and then to different kinds of
novels such as history, romance, philosophy and psychology. The source of translated works has shifted
from a single Western country to multiple Western countries. In the later period, the translation of
Japanese books became the mainstream. This shift reflects the close relationship between translation and
social and cultural institutions in a specific historical context.
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