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Evolution of the Sinicization of Marxist Technological Theory from the Perspective of Historical
Materialism and Exploration of the Independent Innovation Path
Li Jiayi
School of Politics, Law and History, Baoji University of Arts and Sciences
Abstract: Based on the fundamental principle of the dialectical movement between productive forces
and relations of production in historical materialism, this paper traces the localized evolution of Marxist
technological theory in China through five historical stages: early ideological dissemination, the New
Democratic Revolution, socialist construction, reform and opening up, and the new era. Taking the
Debate over Problems and Isms and the "Science and Democracy" ideological trend as the original
ideological starting point, this paper clarifies the historical necessity of the evolution of modern China’ s
technological cognition: from utensil—level improvement and institutional exploration to the
establishment of a Marxist view of science and technology. It systematically reviews the inherited
theoretical achievements that advance with the times, including Mao Zedong’ s thought on
independent sci—tech development, Deng Xiaoping’ s core thesis that "science and technology are the
primary productive forces", and the strategy of achieving high—level sci—tech self—reliance and
self—strengthening for the new era. It further analyzes the connotation expansion, practical turn and value
reconstruction of the Sinicized Marxist technological theory in different historical stages, and reveals the
internal coupling relationship between technological development and national salvation, national
construction, modernization transformation, and the advancement of Chinese modernization. Against
the current background of intensifying global sci—tech rivalry, Western technological hegemony and

monopoly, "stranglehold" issues in core domestic technologies, and prominent digital technology
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alienation, this paper takes historical materialism, the view of practice and the principle of people’ s
subjectivity as analytical yardsticks to reflect on long—standing structural problems in China’ s
technological development, such as the dilemma of dependence on technology import, shortcomings in
original innovation, and the lack of tech—ethical regulation. On this basis, it prospectively constructs a
Chinese—style independent technological development path characterized by a people—centered
approach, self—reliance and self—strengthening, security and controllability, and empowerment for the
common good. The study shows that the century—long evolution of the Sinicized Marxist technological
theory has always conformed to the objective laws of historical materialism, and blazes a technological
development path different from the capital—driven Western model. This path can address the dilemma
of technological modernization faced by latecomer countries, and provide solid theoretical support and
practical guidance for the development of new quality productive forces and the well-rounded
development of individuals.

Keywords: historical materialism; sinicization of marxism; technological theory; debate over problems

and isms; sci—tech self—reliance and self—strengthening; technological alienation
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