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Cognitive Semantic Analysis of “Yi” in Chinese

Ruige Wang
Luoyang Normal University, Luoyang
[Abstract] “Ren, Yi, Li, Zhi, Xin”, which is the core category of Chinese Confucian ethics, is called “Five
virtues” by later generations. The thesis adopts Cognitive Linguistics as the perspective, and aims at a systematic
analysis of the conceptual meanings and influences of “Yi” at different levels, which are based on categorization
theory and conceptual metaphor theory. Driven by the development of social culture, the semantic meaning of
the word “Yi” has continuously extended and evolved, resulting in the semantic meaning of related word
groups.
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