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An Analysis on the Chinese Translation of Japanese Onomatopoeia and Mimetic Words
—-Taking Translation Classroom Practice as an Example
Yang He

School of Japanese Studies, Tianjin Foreign Studies University
[Abstract] Through the empirical investigation of translation course, this paper analyzes and summarizes the
characteristics and existing problems in the translation process of Japanese onomatopoeia and mimetic words in
different article genres: students have difficulty in understanding and translating onomatopoeia and mimetic
words in unfamiliar article styles, especially onomatopoeia words, and rely on translation software too much.
Translating Japanese onomatopoeia into Chinese descriptive words or Japanese mimetic words into Chinese
onomatopoeia often leads to the loss of original information and deviation of meaning. Misunderstanding of
sentence structure, context and unfamiliar onomatopoeia will lead to mistranslation. When it is difficult to
translate onomatopoeic words, choosing to omit the translation of the word will often lead to the loss of the
artistic conception and charm of the original text. Based on the above results, this paper puts forward some
suggestions on how to guide the translation of onomatopoeia and mimetic words in teaching.
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