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On the Cultural Origin of Wang Yangming’s “Theory of Mind” and Its Influence on Preschool
Education in China
Kexu Chen
Yunnan Normal University
Abstract: Wang Yangming is a representative of the new Confucianism. He possesses both civil and
military talents and governing the country. Wang Yangming’ s “Theory of mind” is the important
ideological origin of Mencius’ “Theory of good nature” , Lu Jiuyuan’ s “Theory of mind—based” and
Zen “Mind study” , which possesses certain historical inevitability. In the historical orientation of the
new century, exploring the historical inevitability and theoretical source of Wang Yangming’s “Theory
of mind”  culture is of great practical significance for the literary inheritance and innovation of Wang
Yangming’ s “Theory of mind” . Through the investigation of the formation process of Wang Yangming’

s mind thought, it is helpful for educators to pay more attention to children’ s spiritual world and

thoughts in teaching, and to raise children as an independent person.
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