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Perspectives on Maugham's Contradictory View of China from On a Chinese Screen
Ruiyao Yuan
Hunan Normal University
Abstract: On a Chinese Screen is a documentary travel book written by the famous British writer
Maugham after his four—month trip to China. Maugham not only strived to present a real China to
readers, but also cannot get rid of the constraints of the narrative perspective of Orientalism. Therefore,
China presented in his book is a complex of contradictions that are both dirty and dark, but also bright

and warm. This complicated "image of China" created by Maugham reflects his contradictory views of

China.
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