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A Corpus—-based Study of Near-synonym Identification
——Taking Almost and Nearly as an Example
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‘Wuhan University of Bioengineering

Abstract: Near—synonym identification has always been a difficult part of Chinese students' English
learning path, and traditional teaching of near—synonym identification is usually carried out through
dictionary explanations, but this method is not able to provide English learners with a comprehensive
understanding of the nuances of near—synonyms in practical terms. In this paper, we take the adverbs
almost and nearly as an example. With the help of the British National Corpus (BNC), this paper
compares the usage of almost and nearly in terms of word frequency distribution, collocational
connections and semantic rhymes, with the aim of helping learners of English to provide a way to
differentiate between these two near—synonyms, revealing the collocational and semantic rhymes of these
two pairs of near—synonyms, and providing new perspectives on near—synonym identification. The
purpose of the comparison is to help English learners provide a way to distinguish between these two
near—synonyms and reveal the features of collocation and semantic thyme, providing a new perspective
for near—synonym analysis.
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T 5 21 A SCR BT R — e R R L ATE
S5 775 T AR [) BRI R T B KT S 2% B R Rl AR &R
Fifi . (2010) 4 H S 33 SO FEBCAT 9 I SGRIRFAE EA74E
ZETR, 5 2B AE X ONIR LERHAIE 7 A A2 R XEN . il SE BRI 3
I SCIR] 2 8] BRI 22 e 4R S 2 STl ok 1 Bk, FRIEIAE e
07 A SO I 2 B 7 ORI SR, (B H RedR Al
TEMERE, Joik et e R H RN AE AR SR A A 5
Leech 20 R CHIR KR 0BT HEQGE L. B R
BUR B ARIRAN I HTIE G, E TR e Big B Sd Ve
B R R, B T B0 203 SCIA AR AT 1T A BE 2 48 K B 7

WL R/ANFT (20160 FETIAKNE T 2= M VE WAL BRI AR A
BRI T BB SR FT, R T SHESIE T SR
BT A EI AL, D9 SCRBHTHT T 78 g . A R
almost Fl nearly 78 (4fRIEE RTFFHY (2004 1E N B A
HIfERE, JFHEAT THR (IR 1),

1 (CHRIGEARFFIY (2004)almost FT nearly B X

X %7
1.1 almost drop the plate.

Almost J1.°F,

. . 2.She said almost nothing.
EAZ, Kk

3.1t’s almost certain to succeed.
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Nearly 1.J1°F,
EAh%Z, HKit
2T
ME—FRATTLLE H, R nearly 17 VG K, H

MHEBEARE L “JF, ZA%Z, L7 ME, WERZENE
o RIAEIR LS Y T HARIESS, SEhRRH B X 4y R it
MIEENEM S, HIEEENE TR > HIESE
PR IT SR IR 22 S A1 B TG R Y o G SR F B R EE I F 5
T, B K RS () B SERHEAT AR OCR R, IR
MR R ML E 4, f5H almost Fl nearly 1EN—24Hix
SCE AR, SBIMECER A — A5 %

—. BNCi&HE

FLiE E FIERHE (British National Corpus, fiif% BNC)
A HEE A E A B SC R RSB R S S R K Y
TERME o 05 H E 5B RE (BNC) WGR T 1 127 R BT 405,
FUAR I 20 205 AR M 9 X 3evE, Hpb RITE BN
Iz, Kb BEEEREL 90%, FHEEREL 10%. %15
BHEEfE M ABEFE IR, ACRMERNERE. e, i
e T & RREE IR, B R AR AT Rt
AR XS BT RN ERAE T AR, B Tk BN TR R
Mgt £ 5, BNC iERHE Xl 2 50 9%
BNC R} A E SR T e R IR IR TE S %Rk, RN
AR - A4 4t 7 T de.

=. HRi&t

W FCIE L almost A1 nearly PN FEIET LN B 7 1H
7% EE L —, RIA R B AR AR 2 S M sz — TR SR A
ZERMGE PR R T M, B, IMEFIERZH W
I SCREPEN T % . FHEARRTE & RS B O B K £
SCE B H TSRS, (B0 TAMES I ET S, Bl
ARG HER . 24 LA 2 SR I LI+ 43 RTINS 2 ) 3
ZEEEATRE TN BEE (2014 RETERER
I SCARTHE AT (8 BB Rk e 25 R, TR R B ST A 2R BRARE PR R, A
TV, T B, S C B 1 SO AIE 5 5 T X AT SR kAT 42 Ty A
W, A SCEFFAT AR A T 3 A A B A Prize F Rt
¥ok BT 98 E KiERZE  (British National Corpus) , 1E#
WL B R A TR R IR R, INTIXT almost A1 nearly 7EA4
I TR 3 AR AL 3 A0 22 e EAT G, #8 7 Hh X — X3 SR
REEARFNE S S R IE . A SCHEA ) LG =4 28—,
almost Fl nearly YEAFRNEHRFIAMAH 4 ER? £,
almost Fl nearly A W48 5 25 F) FEIC R 2 55 =, almost Al
nearly £ BNC TH Rk H 28I K 0 SR 5 TR AN ) 2
M. EF BNC HJIE XA almost FA nearly 4%
(—) almost F1 nearly ££ BNC &R} FEA [FITE S A 5>

1.The train was nearly full.
2.A question which concerns me

nearly.

At

HI (register) & MELRINE S G, HTXR
FFE, B EAERAIDGRIZE R, EENR AR,
PEIERT G b SRS R A F T 7 A ) — P S B AR,
I TE S AN R TR AR S . AR RS . 15 SURTEA ]
HIEE 2 2IEA RS ARE. S EiIAREER
BB ZE S, AT AR A B BT 9 E A% 2] X 43 almost Al
nearly X — % X idl. B 5%, FATNT almost A1 nearly 7E BNC
HH AR AR S AT AR R AT IR 5T

% 2 almost 1 nearly 7£ BNC {4543 A1

S B H TR
almost 30041 311.95
nearly 11005 114.28

TS DL R T DUR I M AT B B T IR
K&, almost ¥ nearly I 5 FHFIFEHZE. R almost
nearly [FIFEAENENA M, (HakE, almost /£ BNC H11]
i AR 2 0T 0 5 T nearly . #:55, A5 AL &R EIHE
almost 1 nearly 7EAN [FIE 3 H RS2 A i 4, L3R = Al
EJILIP

% 3 Bl almost TEAN [FJTEsk o (11 4553 AT

_
caE | | g | fRae j;j sk | B
Sk 1220 8212 2468 3305 4846 3916 6074
% 122. 516. 339. 315. 293. 255. 291.5
i 44 18 85 77 78 42 3
% 4 R nearly 767 [FIE e (13 B A
miE | i | | e j';j sk | 5w
131 216 168 172 109
Si%
Sk ) 3 866 4 5 6 2159
g 131. 135. 119. 160. 104. 71.4 103.
i 68 96 25 90 58 9 62

FREER, BRI, almost A FIARER A 445 5
Lt nearly K432 . M oA ISR G ,almost = ZE 43 A 75 /N jt
Bk, T nearly U4 A AEIRACE I R B .

() almost Ml nearly FJH&HC 17

AT 52 A Firth (1957) i ffg “H#” X — &5
NIEF 50, AL — S TEE R &
B FLsE SN IR SIS R AR 7, BRI ) ST
PEIEIA, 17 HA P ) S B I E T b i) 2 2 e mT e H ] 4,
VP2 25238 AR 10 A B R AT I 7S, BT Tl Tl L 5
HAMA R —MIEER R, W RESCRIERH 2%, A0t
F K T Halliday(1964)%F P EC 09 & S, R I i) T3 A 2
FZEM R ENAG KRR, VOREREN—2
Gk TR A BSEE . RO S T DORIN X 2tk
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WEFEA: w3 | PS5 USSN) :

:tt}y‘]h ”»

I BT 5 98] 5 5 T 8] 2 () (9 AH B 51 7T ( mutual
attraction)l,

AHFFEAG BT S almost A1 nearly (1B LIAT, 7E
30 SO JA Bl s B AR, {872 almost A nearly Eﬁ?%@ﬂlﬂo
TERHERF F @ HE 4 ML EHS TERT 3 WmfE Ry B
BCiAl . £ # 7E BNC BRI EEH L almost FI nearly Jv5 i,
LS EEA(-5, 5), AN EAIRBT I R, FRHIXAR X
B RS ECE  LIAE A MIE, 3 5 FIE 6.

B2, FATLL almost N £, FEPE—5/+5 FRHIER
Wl MUE( W3R 5) , HAAMS 5wzl “Sng s
B# I MI >3 BORANHEEF, 4 AR
CERTAINLY,ENTIRELY,IMPOSSIBLE,IMMEDIATELY,EXC
LUSIVELY,COMPLETELY,INVARIABLY,IDENTICAL,INEV
ITABLE,INEVITABLY,DOUBLED,UNIVERSAL,UNIVERSA
LLY,WHOLLY,INVISIBLE. M LA I 46 2% 45 R | ATTA W FH &
almost £ 5 “im” BB AITIER, Hlin “Anrae”,
CAEWYT RV, CRNEmET WA S E N
TR

% 5 almost £ BNC H 5 HAE LA 4% & MI E

( BEEE—5/+5)

K 6 nearly 7& BNC H -5 HAEFL A (1551450 J MI {5
( BBHE—5/+5)

FATC 1] FEHLEL ISP MI &
YEARS 976 87531 3.29
HALF 442 29116 3.73
CENT 364 37163 3.10
MILLION 359 23707 3.73
AGO 257 19057 3.56
HUNDRED 180 18576 3.08
NEARLY 146 11007 3.54
FINISHED 123 8204 3.71
THOUSAND 123 10106 3.41
KILLED 94 8238 3.32
50 91 7457 3.42
FORTY 82 6486 3.47
40 78 6058 3.49
100 77 7939 3.08
TWICE 76 5988 3.47

AT 1 ILIATEL ISV MI 14
CERTAINLY 1510 17964 475
ENTIRELY 605 6689 4.86
IMPOSSIBLE 497 6761 4.56
IMMEDIATELY 453 10013 3.86
EXCLUSIVELY 304 1664 5.87
COMPLETELY 211 8237 3.04
INVARIABLY 210 1521 5.47
IDENTICAL 187 2130 4.81
INEVITABLE 99 2682 3.56
INEVITABLY 99 3025 3.39
DOUBLED 96 1251 4.62
UNIVERSAL 85 2552 3.42
UNIVERSALLY 81 577 5.49
WHOLLY 75 2208 3.44
INVISIBLE 59 1188 497
¥, BATUL nearly 17 siidl, BSEE—5/+5 MR IR

WA MIUE( W 6) , HALGMS Wz W “SEHI” 1)
iR MIE>3 FIR/MES, 405l/2&: YEARS, HALF,
CENT, MILLION, AGO, HUNDRED, NEARLY, FINISHED,
THOUSAND, KILLED, 50, FORTY, 40, 100, TWICE.
I WERATRIL, 5 nearly $EHEC 17 22 9 Bia Fli 7)1 ,
tbin “—7, “—H”, “BH", “—F7 %

(=) almost Ml nearly FIZRIECEEAIE X

—ANRIPHEAR T DI IEERSAC,  Hn: PREP +
N 2 PREEE, BR-SGENR) PREP+ N #AMiL. JE
TUA RS, ATk AT EIRANE RS I, AghiE
W WA BRI EIE AW almost IR 5T, BATRIZ
17 £ B4 T B AL :almost certainly, almost entirely, almost
impossible, almost immediately, almost exclusively, almost
completely, almost invariably, almost identical 45, AT
KRBUAE BNC iR ES,  almost K2 5 Il AE 28 0] 5 T »
Eﬂ‘]lﬂ’ﬂ%’é@@%ﬂﬁﬁ adv+adv 1 adv+adj.

FARZ, B nearly IR ST, FATRIIZ 0] L2
H FIRFEEL: nearly thirty years, nearly half the counties,23.5
per cent to nearly 30 per cent,nearly 10 million,nearly thirty
years ago, nearly two hundred pound, finished with nearly
1,900 ,nearly a thousand pound, nearly killed myself then,nearly
50 applicants,nearly forty five in January %%, FiRIEERZ N
adv+num [F£5H

] DRGS0 5 4 AR AE SCAR RIS BB
e G LAHIGITE SURF i, A5 BE RIS — FHRFBRIN 1
SURH e SRR ER IR SO BB R S 5 i in] BB 5 2
FEVE R o B LB BCAT 9 R B ] o R T AT BL almost
N, BEEEN (0, 5, MIME) 3 ARZREM, A
KEGT.
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(1) The sexual act, through a whim of nature's, has been
made almost impossible to carry out.

(2) Sadly, the easiest way to capture a baby orang is
almost invariably to kill the mother.

(3) It's almost equally inevitable that they will go down
in the low income bracket

(4) the number of cases transmitted through heterosexual
sex has almost doubled.

PA_ESZ almost 5 A “un” ST E8 #7725 17 A A R 2R 5]
17, ARG KBUR L A) 7 #is A AR ). BT Al
TSR, WEE S AR B HGEAT W8, R T L almost
1) 45 35 H4 L 1A certainly 945, ¥% 1% almost F1 certainly FLELHT,
FEA [FIVE S8 3G o

(5) Well almost certainly it will be, I think.

(6) 1 think we're almost certainly guaranteed to get the
SLO's back into the fold

(7) Cowman, who had five stitches in a face wound, said
the driver would almost certainly have been killed.

(8) Life for Mr Winner will almost certainly continue as
before with him mistakenly believing he is a figure of some
note.

(9) Though almost certainly more tolerant than the
norms observed by the police in deciding whether or not.

(10) If he is so intoxicated, he is almost certainly guilty

of the offence of being either drunk and disorderly

(5, (6 AkETLGER, (D, ) kAT
FEBE, (9, (10 kA TFIEECA, MR, Kk

B T2 BAERHR ST R 2 A B th ki 8, Tk
H A BEHE AR ZRG4T 2 5 “kill”,” mistake” ,” guilty”
ST A T ARE SCEF IR TE AR O, PR, 24 almost A certainly
FEBCHT, RS BOUAR T Z RIS S, R SRR
A 2 R S .
FIRER 735, BATLL nearly Jy75 &id], BEFEN (0, 5),
MIME) 3 KR &EM TR ST
(11) so that they are now at their lowest level for nearly
25 years. While this is good news for millions of borrowers
and mortgage.
(12) Nearly half the women questioned in the General
Household Survey, published by the Office
(13) we used to before the event, you would nearly
always have the counts done.

(14) There are still nearly three million trade unionists in

either pre or post-entry closed shops.

(15) At present the country imports nearly 90 per cent of
its timber requirements.

(16> The windows had been closed for nearly three
months and the place had a dusty smell that got into your
throat.

TR EELL LR TIAT, AXER I nearly KIFARC LT #5 2
WE RN, HrTs, nearly 5 almost #4HD TR L&
FEAF o

A, it
X BNC 1EEHE EATAH IR R RS 2R, A SO0 almost

1 nearly 3X—XFIT SCEAE T 3#E— I X 5 o S8 HAEAFH
TEA P A AR AT 22 S EAT Gevt, R RATERLEE R I
A SCUR] R 25 FEBCTR] AT 4B 725 H I — o 30T SCR] R e e 1
NEFBSHE . WAL KRB, almost FI nearly 41 R 2 5%,
B, BMEIE, almost FIfE FHARZAE $E KL nearly K73
%o MO B0 E almost T BN 7E /N BB, 1
nearly M/ AAEIRAREI L o 5, almost £ 537 H“im”
BRI ARG, BN “AmTRe” , “AZH” . “Arr
BERHE) . COANEIRR)” SEA SE ORI . nearly 15
BCIE 2 A Fom AN (|)4e], ben “—¢”, “—J/”, “\
Ji”, “—TF7 %, $=, almost K% 5ENAFEA R,
EATM R E: B 50 advtadv Fl adv+adj, nearly £ 4
adv+num 55K . o, almost A WHARIE X%, T nearly
EVSLL R G-

(5% 3K

(106 .38 F 4B 00 % 3 2 BB SUR B RAT H 4 8
X E R [J]. 3K 41 78,2010(3):11.DOT:CNKI: SUN:XDWY.0.2010—
03-013.

(1R /N, ¥ i o 15 B B B 335 ) 17 90 SU3A B AT B9
NFiE F FH R LI]AMEH %, 2016, 33(5):6.
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