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Emerging Negative Polarity Construction “X-bu-liao-yidian”
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Abstract: This paper analyzes the emerging linguistic expression “X—bu—liao—yidian” and finds that
it is more common in daily life and online social media, has the basic features of the construction, belongs
to the semi—condensed construction in Chinese, and “X” can be an adjective or verb and is mainly
monosyllabic. This paper argues that the construction is a hybridization of the traditional negative
“X—bu—liao” and “yidian—bu—X" “A—bu—liao—yidian” . The

polarity complement of polynomial negation gives it a semantic focus that distinguishes it from other

expressions with the structure

negative constructions, and its pragmatic functions include the expression of total negation and rejection,

subjective negative emotion, and turn—taking, while linguistic imitation and memetic infection are the

main motivations for the formation and production of this construction.
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