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"VO zhe" to "OV zhe" in Mandarin Chinese
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Abstract: This study investigates the correspondence between polysyllabic "VO zhe" phrasal compounds
and "OV zhe" synthetic compounds in Mandarin Chinese. While the referentiality of "O" and agentivity
of "V" provide partial explanation, systematic exceptions exist. Analysis reveals that intrinsic properties of
"O" constitute the core constraint on this transformation: Noun—verb homographic "O" resists
interpretation as a pure patient argument in "OV—zhe" structures due to its verbal potency, while highly
abstract/generic "O" exhibits such tight semantic integration with "V" that fission—restructuring is
blocked. By dissecting the distinction between phrasal and synthetic compounds alongside "O"'s
properties, this research challenges extant theoretical frameworks, offering a fresh analytical perspective
on Chinese nominalization patterns and the syntax—lexicon interface.
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