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Abstract: The English Curriculum Standards for General High Schools (2017 Edition) emphasize the
importance of cultivating students’ core disciplinary competencies. Among these, the thinking
quality in English as a discipline refers to the ability and level of thinking in terms of logic, criticality, and
creativity, indicating that the ultimate goal of developing thinking quality is to foster
students’ higher—order thinking skills. This author analyzes the cultivation of higher—order thinking
under the English Learning Activity Approach, identifies the current teaching challenges in fostering
higher—order thinking in English reading instruction, and finally proposes specific strategies to enhance
high school students’ higher—order thinking in reading, such as designing challenging questions,
enriching activity types to diversify high—order thinking development, and creating authentic contexts to
stimulate and activate thinking.
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