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The Mutual Manifestation and Conflict Between "I" and "non-I"
—— On Oedipus the King's Reflections on Human Reason
Kewen Chen, Chenxin Fan

School of Literature, Nanjing Normal University

Abstract: In the era of rational development and exuberant trends, Sophocles' creation of "Oedipus the
King" embodies the author's thoughts on human rationality, reflecting his hidden concerns about The
Times and his reflections on human nature. Oedipus' desperate pursuit of the truth is just like human
beings' admiration and yearning for reason. However, in this process, the SINS committed by Oedipus
through irrational behavior led him to eventually fall into the tragedy of fate. At the same time, starting
from the subjectivity of cognition, Oedipus' process of pursuing the truth is precisely the process in
which his rational "I" and irrational "non—I" constantly manifest, deviate from and conflict with each
other. This article will base itself on the specific plots in the play that reflect rationality and irrationality,
and explore the author's thoughts on human rationality under the conflict between "I" and "non—I".
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