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An Analysis of the "Other" Image of Curley's Wife in Of Mice and Men
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China University of Mining and Technology
Abstract: John Steinbeck's famous novel Of Mice and Men (1937) has always been the focus of critics'

attention, however, the academic has mostly focused on the study of the main male characters such as
George and Lennie, while little research has been done on Curley's wife, a marginal female character
who drives the development of the novel's plot. Under the threshold of feminist theory, this paper
applies the core concept of female "other" to link up the narratives of Curley's wife and her scattered
appearances in the novel, and analyses the construction mode of female "other" in which she is
marginalised, stared at and demonised, and explores her difficult survival situation. By analysing her mode
of being marginalised, stared at and demonised, the novel explores the root causes of her difficult
existence, thereby revealing the oppression and bondage of women on the mobile farms during the
American economic depression.
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