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An analysis of the Metaphorical Mechanism of Idioms with the Character 'six'
Haiwei Tian
Sichuan University

Abstract: As a fundamental way of human cognition, metaphors are far more complex than ordinary
rhetorical devices. They represent a universal understanding mechanism present in various cultural fields
and play a crucial role in the generation of language forms, opening up numerous unique opportunities
for language studies, particularly in idiomatic research. In the minds of native Chinese speakers, the
number 'six' holds extraordinary significance, occupying a prominent place due to its rich cultural
connotations and special symbolic meanings. Based on this, the paper utilizes conceptual metaphor
theory to provide detailed explanations and in—depth analyses of idioms containing the character 'six’,
aiming to uncover the hidden cognitive mechanisms behind them and to embark on preliminary
explorations.
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