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Abstract: Grounded in the emerging field of thing narratives, this study focuses on various things in
Doris Lessing's A Woman on a Roof to move beyond traditional interpretations centered on gender
opposition. It reveals how Lessing constructs a power field driven by nonhuman actants through her
depiction of the materiality and agency of things such as the woman's body, the sun, and the blankets.
These things function not only as metaphorical signs but also as key actants that intervene in the narrative
and reshape power relations, ultimately achieving a dynamic equilibrium within the roof's
physical—symbolic space. Thus, the narrative opens an ethical perspective beyond anthropocentrism,
offering a thing—oriented lens through which to understand Lessing’ s narrative philosophy and her
vision of equality.
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