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Three—dimensional Mechanism of Chinese Learners' Social Representation of French and

Teaching Intervention Path
Yanrong Lin
Guangxi Minzu University

Abstract: This study, grounded in social representation theory, examines how Chinese learners form and
revise their "French image" and explores corresponding pedagogical interventions. Using bibliometric
analysis, questionnaires and interviews, we identify three core representations— aesthetic, intellectual,
and utilitariatn—Tlinked to emotional appeal, cognitive challenge and instrumental gain. Media discourse,
educational structures, mobility experiences and power—education configurations jointly shape the
reproduction and transformation of these representations. When symbolic capital lacks convertible
channels (jobs, immigration, scholarships), romantic narratives are deconstructed; when institutional
returns are promising, representations polarise positively. We propose embedding representation profiles
into curriculum design to replace "one—size—fits—all" inputs with "precision—matched" motivational
strategies, offering evidence—based insights for foreign—language teaching.
Keywords: social representation; French language teaching; learning motivation; instructional
intervention
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