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A Brief Analysis of the Impact of Linguistic “Inflation” on Second Language Acquisition

Among International Students with Different Native Language Backgrounds

Yinwen Chen

Macau University of Science and Technology

Abstract: With the widespread adoption of the internet and social media, the phenomenon of linguistic

“inflation”  has intensified, characterized by the weakening of emotional valence in words, semantic
generalization, and the rapid iteration of expressive forms. This trend significantly impacts the process of
Chinese second language acquisition among international students, leading to difficulties in semantic
comprehension and pragmatic expression, while also posing new challenges to the content and
methodology of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language. Focusing on learners from the United States,
United Kingdom, Japan, and Korea, this study employs a qualitative analysis approach to investigate how
linguistic “inflation” induces varied acquisition barriers due to differences in learners’ native language

backgrounds and cultural cognition. In response to the identified issues, corresponding strategies are

proposed to address these challenges.
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