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Cognitive Mechanisms and Pedagogical Strategies in the Acquisition of Chinese Polysemous
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Abstract: This study integrates corpus—based approaches with cognitive linguistics theories to
systematically investigate the semantic structure, acquisition patterns, and teaching strategies of Chinese
polysemous words. Drawing on authentic data from the CCL (Center for Chinese Linguistics Corpus)
and SLC (HSK Dynamic Composition Corpus), and incorporating cognitive models such as prototype
theory, image schema, and metaphor—metonymy, it uncovers the extension paths of multiple meanings
and the key difficulties faced by learners in acquisition. The findings indicate that the core status of
prototype meanings, the constraining role of context, and the effective application of cognitive
mechanisms exert a significant impact on the acquisition of polysemous words. Based on these insights,
the study proposes recommendations including optimizing teaching content, improving instructional
methods, and fostering learners' cognitive strategies, aiming to provide valuable theoretical and practical
implications for Chinese as a second language teaching.
Keywords: Chinese polysemous words; cognitive linguistics; corpus analysis; acquisition strategies;
teaching optimization
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