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Learning Cultivates Character, Practice Embodies Principles — A Textual Analysis of
"Encouraging Learning"
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Abstract: As an exemplary work of Xunzi's argumentative prose, the inclusion of "Encouraging

Learning" in the core unit of high school Chinese textbooks is by no means coincidental. Centered on

the core idea that "learning must never cease," the text constructs a logically rigorous and exquisitely

reasoned system of thought. It not only embodies the self—cultivation wisdom of pre—Qin Confucianism

but also aligns precisely with the teaching objectives and core competency requirements of high school

Chinese. Interpreting and teaching "Encouraging Learning" requires a foundation in the linguistic
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features, argumentative logic, and conceptual depth of the text itself, combined with its position in the

curriculum and the standards set by the syllabus. This approach aims to uncover its enduring educational

value and cultural significance across millennia—avoiding both abstract discussions detached from the

text and overly literal interpretations that miss its essence.
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