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Abstract: After France leased Guangzhouwan at the end of the 19th century, the local education sector
presented a complex form of interaction between colonial rule and the local society. The rise and
evolution of diverse school types constituted the main line of educational development. At first,
Guangzhouwan Education mainly took the form of colonial—oriented schools. The Sino—french School
was dedicated to training translators and personnel for colonial agencies, serving the French colonial rule.
Entering the 1920s and 1930s, local forces gradually got involved in running schools, and schools
founded by gentry and merchants emerged as a new type: the Yizhi Primary School was initiated by local
gentry first, and the Peicai School was established one after another in the early 1930s. Their curriculum
design took into account both cultural education and local needs, forming a differentiated development
from colonial schools. During the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the private primary
schools run by gentry and merchants and the night schools of the Youth Anti—Japanese War Association
became places for the dissemination of the idea of anti—Japanese salvation, spreading the revolutionary
thought of fighting for the country to the outside world, and continuously providing a large number of
talents for the war. Through the collation of oral historical materials and the cross—analysis of local
archives and newspaper and periodical literature, the development process and teaching characteristics of
different types of schools in Guangzhouwan during the French occupation period were systematically
sorted out, with the aim of supplementing specific cases and empirical evidence for the modern
educational history of Guangzhouwan.
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