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Exploring the Warrior Image in Wild Grass
Zijing Guo
Guangxi Normal University, School of Humanities / School of Journalism and Communication
Abstract: Lu Xun's prose poem collection Wild Grass features four distinct warrior images: the jujube
tree, the traveler, "such a warrior", and the rebellious valiant. These four images emerged at different
times and each bears distinctive characteristics. By analyzing the traits of these warrior images, comparing
their transformations, this paper explores the evolution of the author’ s ideological perspectives.
The jujube tree is characterized by its resolute fighting spirit and determination to win the ultimate
victory; it persists in combat despite being wounded. This study attempts to interpret the traveler image
through the lens of Plato’ s "Allegory of the Cave" and archetypal criticism. "Such a warrior", though
courageous and tenacious, is underpinned by an undertone of sorrow. In contrast, the rebellious valiant
embodies optimism and high morale—no longer a tragic hero fighting alone, but a triumphant figure
endowed with the power to enlighten the general public.
This study argues that Lu Xun regarded Wild Grass as a form of writing for self—healing. Through
resisting despair and breaking free from darkness, he advanced towards more optimistic engagement in
his struggles.
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