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Strategies for Cultivating Critical Thinking in Junior High School History Teaching
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Abstract: With the deepening of the New Curriculum Reform, the goal of junior high school history
teaching has shifted from mere knowledge impartation to the cultivation of students' core competencies.
Two core attainments of the history discipline, namely Historical Evidence and Historical Interpretation,
are highly intrinsically consistent with critical thinking. However, current junior high school history
teaching still features an overemphasis on rote memorization over critical reasoning and on conclusions
over argumentation, which restricts the improvement of students' thinking quality. In response, this
paper discusses strategies for cultivating critical thinking in junior high school history teaching based on

the content of unified state—compiled history textbooks, aiming to provide reference for junior high

school history teaching practice.
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